J-== == -----~-~-------------------- page 1 


© Pepian (Gmitarian) Church------------- % 4 
_. See also detailed history by Ruth 

Cs. Wilkins, volumes ewige AXVI1, 

REVILI, XXIX, XXX. 


isle Congregational Church-------------- " 20 


‘ 


a4uorSW TFHD 


CARLISLE 
UNIT CHURCH  / 


{/ 


CON Ce RD 


AIG LIND 


LE SG Coe AN) CATE Lie) nN 
LOGAL (GON ROL SURE MEEEAING A Fae AY) dizer! ON 
L.C.5. TRAVERSE STATION (STANDARD Disk) 

L.€.). TRAVERSE STATION (SEM/- PERMANENT) 
U“S.C.& GS. BENCH MARK 


LOCAL Con7TR0L Suxever BENCH LVAR< 


ALL LG STRAVERSE STATIONS MARKEDIWITA 


A STANDA®2D DIS ARE ALS0 BENCH MARKS) 
LOCAL CONTROL SURVEY TEMPORARY BENCH MARK 


1000 0 1 2 3 4 500g 


SCA\_&£ OF FEET 


LATIGN STARLOMS. 


LA Digitized by the Internet Ar 
a in 2012 with fundin 
ed with LSTA funds through the Massac! 


i er 


http://www.archive.org/details/ 


MASSACHUSETTS GEODETIC SURVEY 
WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION 
PROJECT NO. 428 
100 NASHUA STREET BOSTON , MASS. 


E.mer C. HouDLETTE 
DIRECTOR 


April 24, 1936. 


Mrs. Benson P. Wilkins, 
Rockland Road, 
Carlisle, Mass. 


Dear Madam: 
Re: Horizontal control. 


Your letter of March 27th, 1936, has been referred to the 
writer for reply. 


lst. The triangulation station "Carlisle Unitarian Church" 
was established in 1893 by Mr. Eugene EH. Peirce as one station of a 
triangulation net, consisting of many similar stations situated on 
hills or other points of high elevation to raise the line of sight to 
@ plane above all intervening obstacles. The Harbor and Land Com- 
mission of Massachusetts developed a complete state triangulation net- 
work between 1890 and 1910. 


Town Boundary Atlas #60, published by the State in 1907, as 
a part of the results determined by the Harbor and Land Commission, 
should be available at the Town Clerk's office of Carlisle, or in the 
Gleason Public Library. Folio 1, in this book, shows the town bounds 
of Carlisle and neighboring towns. The principal stations comprising 
the triangulation net in this portion of the state are shown on the 
map in true geographic position. The map has coordination at inter- 
vals of two minutes of latitude and longitude. Item 9, on folio 9, 
gives the geodetic data relating to this station, which is defined 
on folio 11, again under item 9. 


2nd. This is a horizontal control station, i.e. the geo- 
graphic position (horizontal relation upon a plane, i.e. a map) of 
other points in the town may be determined when the direction and dis- 
tance from the church is known. MThis is accomplished by selecting 
two intervisible points anywhere in the town from which the "vane rod a 
surmounting the spire" on the church is visible. Next carefully \ 
measure the distance between the points and with a transit set upon . 
one point, observe the angle formed at the instrument by a sight line 
to the church and a sight line to the point at the other end of the 
measured line. Move the instrument to the last point and similarly 
observe the angle between the sight line to the point and the sight 4 
line to the church. The measured line and the observed angles are f 
sufficient data to determine the distance from the church to each end 
of the line. 
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It remains to determine the geographic direction to these 
points. This is accomplished by occupying the point in the belfry 
directly under the vane rod (i.e. set the transit over the point) 
and observe the angle between the sight line to the Billerica Uni- 
tarian Church and the sight line to the point at one end of the 
measured line. The Atlas gives the azimuth from the Carlisle church 
to the Billerica church as 242° 18! 18.2" The data is now complete 
to compute the latitude and longitude of the two points selected and 
the azimuth of the line of sight between the points. 


If the line selected is the side of a field, the geographic 
position of every corner of the field may now be determined and the 
azimuths of all lines between successive corners. Azimuth is equiv- 
alent to the surveyor's "bearing" but differs from the "bearing" which 
is determined by the magnetic needle, while azimuth is determined in 
relation to true north. Magnetic bearings may be compared with az- 
imuths (true bearings) if the exact magnetic declination is known for 
the time and place of observation. The vagaries of lines of magnetic 
variation throughout the country are similar to those of isothermal 
lines on a weather report and consequently are inexact: determinations. 


6d. The past, present, and future value of gecdetic 

position for a point upon the surface of the earth lies in the fact 
that preservation of the determined geographic coordinates of lati- 
tude and longitude fixes, forever, the position of that point. 
Should all local perishable landmarks be destroyed, the position of 
that point can be re-established from some undisturbed control sta- 
tion more permanently established, as in an outcrop of rock on some 
hill top. 


General use of geodetic position for fixing property corners 
has not been practiced in the past because of distances to and in- 
accessibility of stations in triangulation nets. The Massachusetts 
Geodetic Survey is distributing local control stations throughout the 
state at approximately two-mile intervals along railroads and princi- 
pal highways. These stations will provide the towns with control 
stations and data to enable them to spread geodetic control through- 
out the town for a more accurate determination of assessable land 
areas and the definition of permanent marks established in connection 
with public improvements such as highways, bridges, water supplies, 
drainage and sanitation. It is anticipated that a more general 
adoption of geodetic control for the position of property bounds will 
result from the accessibility of authentically determined local con- 
trol stations. 
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Vertical control is a determination of the elevations of 
inland points in relation to the universally adopted datum mean 
sea level. The U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey has determined 
this datum at many points along the continental coast line. 


Traverses and levels have been run in a north-south di- 
rection over routes that have skirted Carlisle. Additional 
routes through Carlisle are planned to be run in the course of 
developing local horizontal and vertical control in all towns 
of the Commonwealth. 


The five prints of the Carlisle map are enclosed herewith. 


Very truly yours, 


ca/D Staff Engineer. 
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Detailed History of the First Parish Church by 


FIRST PARISH (UNITARIAN) CHURCH 
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School Street 


Ruth Chamberlin Wilkins, in Vols. XXV1, 
XXV11, XXV11L1, XX1X, XXX. 


News Clipping,"“History of the Unitarian Church® 
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Elvin J. Prescott 
James T. Powers 
George F. Piper 
Frederic W. Smith 
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Granville Pierce 


Sale of Pews in 1810 


The Tithing Men 


Noon House from Lewis't “History of Middlesex 
County ™ 
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INITARIAN CHURCH HAS 

STOOD FOR ONE HUNDRED YEARS 

: Society a Much Older Than That--- 
Interesting Services Held in Com-. 


memoration of the Event 
HSS 20 ig: Be, 1s VOR se 


CENTURY GLD CHURCH. 


/ (Special Correspondence.) y church was 10 men and 24 women. 
' / Carlisle, Dec. 21—The 100th anni-|The second and succeeding pastors 
versary of the building of the Fi were: Rev. Mr. Trull, Rev. George W. 
ae i eats Aue 1 ey Stacy, Rev. J. T. Powers, Rev. J. T. 

ian church of Carlisle was ob-| Smith, Rey. Mr. Henry, Rey. Mr. Sum- 
served yesterday with two very in-|mertull, Rev. George Piper, Rev. B.C. 
teresting services that attracted a!Abbott, Rey. Mr, Lane, Rev. Frank 
Billington, Rev. Granville Pierce. i 

After a brief address by Rev. HE. C,. 
Abbott of Boston, the morning ser- 
vice closed with a hymn, and the com- 

any adjourned to the vestry, where a 
bountiful dinner was served. 

The afternoon program vegan at 2 
o’clock with an organ “nterlude by Mr. 
Robbins, the ‘“Pilgrim’s Chorus’ from 
“Tannhauser.” Miss Bickford sang 
Gounod’s “Repentance,” "and there was 
an address by Rey. Lewis Wilson, sec- 
retary of the A. U. A. After brief ad- 
dresses by neighboring ministers, and 
the singing of another solo and a 
hymn, the benediction was pronounced 
by the pastor. 

The church was decorated with 
flags, evergreen and carnations, and 
presented a most inviting appearance. 
ditiod Hoe owk. ‘researches. The| The original communion, semvice » Was 
original church building, built in 1760 |0? exhibition. 

‘or 61, was struck by lightning and The committee in charge of the an- 
niversary observance was:' George BR. 
Wilkins, chairman; Miss Edna F. Cur- | 
rier, Miss Lillian Ricker, Mrs. Ernest | 
Wilson, Mrs. Lucy M. Blaisdell, H. W.| 
Wilson, Charles Forbush, James H 
Wilkins. — erie as t).'S vk ba 


large congregation of townspeople and 
others. 

The exercises opened soon after 10 
o’clock with an .organ prelude from 
“Rebecea,” played by red H. Rob- 
bins. After a prayer by Rev. Philip 
A. Job, pastor of the Congregational 
church, the congregation sang the 
hymn, ‘Come, Thou Almighty King.” 
The Seriptural reading was by Rev. 
Louis B. McDonald of Concord, and 
there was a prayer by Rev. C. C, Ab- 
bott of Boston. Miss Marion Bick- 
ford sang “The Homeward Way,” and 
Rev. Granville Pierce made the his- 
torical address of the morning. ‘This 
was listened to with close attention, 
and contained many interesting ex- 
tracts from a historical paper writ- 
ten by Rev. Mr. Twiss in 1879, in ad- 


taken providing for the building of a 
‘new church, which was dedicated a 
hundred years ago. The first pastor 


4avas Rey. Paul Litchfield, who died in 
1827. The original membership of the 


bey be 


veo te 


SS PET TIE Te: 


Be re anak Paes Oct) rele, 


//. 


We. Sante Usa mination of We Art Rrrile Clureke, (732% 1736. 


mene Sande Were Select 


ae eee 


———— 


i Eerst Roreate Churrele 


IFA2— \F30- 


Rere Aifrest 19, Wt. Shurtleff - 


It 


beh 


Woe Dbarice Lacie mrerkuug on the Slain caret, freed 
Seedy 1940- Around athe ne, begemmuiag Loft: iat Qrrelce 
Hu02 nr ldiefrect Ustbe, Nir» rer }O, Rates mrstiathawol ¥Lh, 
Waa Sonal Sicttile Ms Wary Searncs Mr Emr Kaplam Wr Saral eho, 


& 


Sate of Pours 
Qe Qeaeunt of the Sole of the & vis “tag 
ee Ba he lames 


rencdue fobtio 
or Ae 12% F | eH of Lorember, ale) ae folloure 


eee oe ee 


wal me fe fee Wee 
a Se 20 B i HGiS)y, (eYe) 
Bitores. =t 0 @ si ene 
an es O81 az 
Sitasa ste Debrbe ee ee se 
Ww.6 & Beat Tout g ROS. 
UWo.7 te SF ep oe 
No. ¥ es Watbra (20 Hutelinecn lo 74 50 
Be ah cee Dt et elias, b4e 

No.4 Le Samuel Greece at epinlae 
GemelO. sta “Boren 013 pets ee 
ge tah 2s 09475 
“ho, 12. IPR Capt  Nebua Healel Vow eae er Pig is 
Se, 18. Net a Le i 
oe ¥ CQra Hodtwele at GF 60 
Welt S. ee ey eer pia 
ge a aN (Deupten aee 474 00 
het? 6 Mamet (ewe at 4G ae 
es Ue ct Cotes (PaO. ot aoe 
We. 1G % Wallan. Spauwt Pe ee 
Ho, 20. Selly Pia does aig HES 
“ho. 2) Fracuole (é a sie ee 
Wo, 22 te eae” Soviet aes 
We,..23 i ce GVO ae ee 
ce aL wes U4: 50 
Mea..25 che i em “3 i9e 
ioe es mae 40% 00 
ea oi Heald act 35°25 
BW) Dey LN a 5 pee wee = ae 
No. 24 Ae Sie aya cr el aie rauiencts Ut too 
‘he. 20 2s Et, jonas Parker at Ba: are 
“ho. 3) te Jowathian Heal, }uu™ at no 
Ue. 32% Dredaenrech 

Wee ote). So Ati eas alia 2 ao peree 
Ue, 34 Ai jot Jacobs at 


Bis 75h 


5 
a 
: 

Is 


| “504 TD 
he. 3 +, Daniel Wheat at eke 
Ue. 37 4 Wenrac on at wa ee 
wo. 34 2 | S | oe 42400 
_ bo. 39 fe ars Raatt = ee 
“No, 40 % oD jah ‘oras 
Na. 4! ote Sie eae sets 
gente. ote JOocn” Retharrs at ie 
Wo. 43 te Romuarch dren act ek 
pe EU a Dee diel Bs. Hees 
AZO: 75 


aoa Ce rine Act ao fotlewa 
vay — 


hoi %. Ce ae a 
ios fs nefrlon. ? om AX’ So 
SUD Shoe oF UN) AL ae SOP ie ee peered 
i. Cus a9 iia } 
Uo.4 ze Ce: eee at sc 
el. 27.95 
ho.o % Neches at wee 
Mo.7 % Sebemon Audreus ot mide: 
Wo.€ net rotel 
No.9 2% CQaron Rettre at Fie 
ee 4 amine ebtuia at 2TZsiOo 
BOD, Iie eee  Qef ob ao 106 
SVM Nee S) oo mG ea at ot BQs7eT 
ee ee, (lewd cot OR cls icy 
Eee: i4 KE Rhlauirdsll at ae 
ho. 5 te 8 on Qiicrenn at 
to, |llo met aetch. 


Lee Reuse at Hie ret wert aud norte 


SI hiaye) 


Ubiral the Touma 


ste flare made uit LoL, os ae ere B 


ou thee 
Ue Sou will 


but luere olol en Cenclitian & 


Nebemusdlke Cucreue at i 
Liet ot Ui serch weet corner te 


es eee ae ee 


a 
Pie eminent 


{ 
| nn 
' 


pe a A peer ran eer 


as 
4 
; 
if 
Ss 
i 
| 
{-- 
t 
' 
a 
i 


7 

Selerwene Qidrenre at nS 
Saran) Wi aa 

Lalery PLuss 44UU, 75 


euro belerr SNe ev 6 WeX 
| dHtatl F274: 50 


#2. Abie. “pew "on He Newer floor “(ren ezumecl Sanuk 
Adame of Nelusford, cob it te the fighoct bidder. unas 
Beuparné ictranrnblelicc Procter, Corfaer, of Car- 
Linke, aati Moe, 12- 1¥AF. a 
bt une retarrect by, ef, Procter, enti Gforl /A- 
1¥38% whee ot wee Aetch oe Vocretle Qreore wf Canleate Poe 10 
Ot 46 Aenerted aa" @ contacn-Cow- adios se Me be 


‘a evdlae Pour acticcte cue the Mmectiirg Rowre + Cartale 

afresaic, Beuig 1 the Sort wertorley part of Mie Fallon 

auc ourmbereh 2194 SOM Vevey) Dron, yeornae, oe 
QugeA wl— 1815, Fao. 


of Cantcabe - 


cas Copy of beach wie fpoveseicer; of Me. Edmund Freeh, whe 


aegured <A trons the fpepore lft try this wueller, Hirauc Groelae. 


oF Geélon, Manrs- 


KKcetu- all amen there EL es OTP MG 
Nathan Dreen bens ae EP ef Carbicle, ric 


Serefere Uwe, LS SAN Lege eds 


umts rot eur tard acd aeabe, uc He acct, sare, 


one tHherral Ligks tundred auc Eleren- &, 
Ju preacuce Gan Parle 57 
Sam. Boyton hatha Leeace Jy. LQ? 


43, She deeck of pee 43 1 Le mectiighowse, 1%10, Ae Relea 
Green, £4 tee thee Library Hrberteal Cotlecticn 


ne ise Bee Acad of pour [Se the Muslig house, ea < phe me Be 
Drones atch, oct deste. Crany Mestre Collectinrs 
mae Ube dee of peur © +e Wee" galery ts own Mee Pomseettccre of 


ow page mene, tore 4d a flare of athe “Chur qrored i He 
eee ‘ Carlile Weetnig Hoe Sela at Vaudue Cpr 1778 
eth ace acest ofthe rake of Hhe | pec Petal £5¥-12- 0. 


'S. | 
Jhe Dithing mew. 


re ee Bein eucin "Hooke Care Of He Lroeye 
a Te PR eT 
| thant Urthe a. borg atop. urtiahe 
_aetol AS PRrr2ecl ie ae 


ne i SITES 
LPI. TID (7&0 UWetre Wothau Munrse oral 


omea—(/¥50)- CEL 


Auden, atval the Laat 


| 
| 
| 


J ee et 


IF. 


OD buibdiig, He tocettiin of Urfurh wae a Atle werthluect 


wn the anedtuig Mouse Katt for there : on. Seulrlratth | 


Wane. 
dratted, "Wa miraens ob ustiile, ut1e acicl, prorccledl a liberal 


abl of a Retaddex atmict at Wee AS the qroune 
Ly Or rouge. re 1#37, at a. trun: nesting 
oo (Sth. ut Cuan reticl ’ Ahe aclectomen be 


NLanr. Rusthe Canticle. P7374 eT 


ny 


tae re ee 
OS eS ag 
TER eS: 


CARLISLE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
School Street 


Centennial Anniversary History, 1930 by lirs. Mary a. Green 
"Father" Walker's Historical Sketch, 1882 


The 100th Anniversary of the Completion of the Church Building 
1932 by Mrs. Mary A. Green 


Anniversary Poem by Lucv Roby Davis 
156th Anniversary Celebration, 1937 (clipping) 
Pulpit Flowers by Amelia Wofford 
Ladies* Social Circle, 1889 (news item) 
Lease to the Union Calvinistic Society 
Pewter Communion Set 
Congregational Parsonage 
Notes About Ministers: 
Rev, Abel Patten 


Rev. Josish Ballard 
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Centennial Anniversary 


On Thursday, November 20th, the 
centennial anniversary of the Congre- 
gational Church was celebrated. In 
the afternoon a very interesting and 
informative paper setting forth the 
history of the church not only for 
the past hundred years, but from its 
very beginning was given by Mrs. 
Mary A. Green. Mrs. Green’s paper 
will be printed in the Journal later. 

Perhaps Mrs. Green is better fitted 
to act as church historian than al- 

| most any one else, not only from 
first hand knowledge and from care- 
ful study of the records, but also by 
inheritance. Her great, great, great 
grandfather and his son were mem- 
bers of the church organized in 1781. 
Later, her great grandfather and 
grandfather were members. Her 
mother was baptised by Parson Litch- 
field and worshipped in the second 
meeting house, so she is of the sixth 
generation to worship in Carlisle. 

Rey. Philip A. Job told of the 
church and the things that occurred 
during his pastorate from 1907 to 
1915. Perhaps chief among these was 
the financing and building of the 
chapel for which Mr. Job worked with 
untiring zeal. It was dedicated in 
March, 1912. The chapel with some 
repairs to the church done at the 
same time cost over $4000. and all 
bills were paid before Mr. Job’s resig- 
nation in 1915. 

A letter from Rev. A. H. Armes 
expressing good wishes and regret 
that he could not be present was read 
by Mrs. Chamberlin. 

Rev. B. P. Wilkins spoke briefly but 
beautifully, basing his remarks upon 
the 106th Psalm and emphasizing the 
leadership of the Almighty in all the 
growth of the church. He also offered 
prayer. : 

A fine letter from Rev. J. Clarke 
Reilly of Ottawa, Canada, was read 
and after brief remarks by Dr. Gar- 
ton and the singing of a hymn the 
benediction was ‘pronounced by Mr. 
Job. 

From then until supper time the 
people thoroughly enjoyed a social 
hour. The dining room was. well 
filled at 6.30 and a delicious supper 
was served by some of the ladies of 
the church. After supper the report 
of the Clerk was given and the roll 
of members called. During the meal 
and after it Mr. George Maynard and 
his sister provided excellent music. 

After adjourning to the church au- 


|ditorium, a very fine address was 


given by Rey. Ashley D. Leavitt. He 
spoke of our indebtedness to our 
Puritan ancestors and of our duty 
and privilege to hand on unimpaired, 
and if possible augmented, the moral 


and spiritual capital they have be- 
queathed to us. It was a masterly 
discourse that will not soon be for- 
gotten, and a fitting climax to the 
exercises of the day. 


History of the Congrega- 
tional Church 


By MRS. MARY GREEN 
Mrs. Green’s able paper, filled with 


facts and details gathered from all 
| available sources is necessarily too | 
| long to print but a few excerpts and 
summaries from it may be of interest 


to some who were unable to hear it. 
In the early days church and town 


| were one. Every town had its church, 
| supported just as schools and high- 


ways were, by taxation. To attend 
divine worship was not a matter of 
choice as today. Not to go to meet- 
ing was to be exposed to civil and 
social reproach and even to risk the 
penalties of the law. 

As early as 1733 the dwellers in the 


northern part of Concord asked by an 


article in the town warrant that an 


| allowance fbe made to support 


preaching among them in the winter 
season, or that they be set off as a 


| separate precinct giving as a reason 


the need for their “more convenient 
coming to ye public worship of God, 
from which they are many times hin- 


| dered by ye difficulty of passing ye 


river in times of flood and ye great 


| distance of their avode from ye 


2 


el place where public worship of God is i 


now upheld.” Both requests were re- 
fused but the thing kept coming up 
till at last a district was formed in 
1754, which after two stormy years 
filled with unavailing efforts to get a 
church built, was reannexed to Con- 
cord where it remained till 1780 when 
the district of Carlisle was formed 
from parts of Acton, Chelmsford, Bil- 
lerica and Concord. — 

This district became a town in 1805. 

Soon after the return of the first 
district to the mother town, the meet- 
ing house was built near where the 
Unitarian church now stands. It was 


a rude wooden structure with no clap- 


boards or paint. There were only 


| benches for seats and the men sat on 
} one side and the women and children 


on the other. This was used for 
twenty years and tho no pastor was 


settled and no church organized, yet 
there was preaching. 

Feb. 28, 1781, the church, consisting 
of ten male and twenty-four female 
members was organized. It was not, 
however, self governing but all its 
action had to be confirmed by vote 
of the town. At this time the build- 
ing was repaired and improved. The 
first pastor, Rey. Paul Litchfield, was 


called unanimously by the church and ~ 


the town concurred by a vote of forty- 
three to three. 

During the forty-six years of Par- 
son Litchfield’s ministry, things were 
peaceful and harmonious so far as 
church and town relations were con- 
cerned. 


In 1810 the first church was struck 


by lightning and burned and the pres- | 


ent structure was built and dedicated 
in 1811. It has, of course, been al- 
' tered and remodelled in later years. 


At the time of Parson Litchfield’s 
death in 1827, the church had thirty 
members. The next year it voted 
unanimously to call_Rey. Joseph Clary 
to be their pastor but the town re- 
fused to concur. Proposals afterward 
made by the church to bring about 


some friendly arrangement with the 
town that a union of purpose and in- | 
terest between church and town might | 
prevail as in years past were of no | 


avail, so the church was thrown on 
its own resources without even a 
place to worship. 


The separation was not due to a | 


split within the church but to a dis- 
agreement between church and town. 
Three members only remained with 
the parish. (Sabbath meetings were 
held in private houses and they never 


_ failed to observe the communion sea- 


sons. 
Nov. 20th, 1830 a new church or- 
ganization was effected under the 


name Union Calvinistic Society, with | 


twenty male members (we are not 
told how many women members) 


Immediately they set to work to build | 


| a church and Oct. 4, 1832 the build- 
ing in use today was dedicated with 
exercises lasting three days. 

It looked different then for many 
changes have been made thro the 
years. At first it had a square tower 
instead of a steeple and that same 
tower is still to be seen on the church 
in South Chelmsford. 


During the next twenty years fifty- 
seven members were added to the 
church, the building was enlarged, 
the parsonage built at a cost of $1700 
and $85 for the land. A church bell 
was bought and hung, costing $248. 


An interesting fact about this bell 
is that after twelve years of use it 
cracked and so sharply had the price 
of metal advanced that it was sold 
for $89.48 more than it cost in the 
first place. A new one lasted only a 
year, when the third was secured in 
1866 and is still in use. 


Pastors came and went, all good 
men, who helped, each in his own 
way, the growth of the church. In 
1870, Rev. Moses Patten was installed, 
whose wife, Lydia Patten, founded 
our public library. 


Three: pastors living in other towns 
next served, the last best known, and 
much beloved, being Rev. James 
Walker, affectionately known as 
Father Walker, who preached here 


nine years, coming every Sunday 
from West Chelmsford. 

During his pastorate the church 
was practically rebuilt and was dedi- 
cated Aug. 20, 1882. Father Walker 
preached in the morning and the eve- 
ning address was given by Rey. Rus- 
sell H. Conwell. 

Mrs. Green gave an account of 
every pastor down to the present, 
mentioning the important things that 
occurred during each pastorate. She 
also quoted the following poem. 


The Meeting House 
I like the phrase, the meeting house, 
They called the church in olden 
times — 
The place where friendly neighbors 
came 
To praise and pray in olden times. 


The meeting house, it calls to us 
Now as it did in olden times 
Come, meet our friend and meet our 
God : 
As neighbors did in olden times. 
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Carlisle Congregational — 


Chureh 


156 Years Old 


icicle [EG 


Edifice Filled for Special Anniversary 


Program--Once Sponsored by Town 
--Special Recognition of Old Member 


193°] carlisle, Feb. 26. 


The Carlisle Congregational 
church celebrated its 156th anni- 
versary Friday evening, when the 
local church auditorium was filled 
to capacity with: members and 
friends. The church and chapel 
were beautiful with decorations. 
Rey. J. Vanor Garton, minister of 
the church presided and a, program 
was given. 

The church choir under the di- 
rection of Mrs. Herbert A: Lee, or- 
ganist, opened . the service 
“Largo” by Handel... Mrs... Leila 
Bull Stone of Billerica sang ‘The 
Star,” by Rogers and “Homing” by 
Bel Rigo, 
Hardy Locke. 
Arthur E. Nunan of Lexington her 
selection being “The Old Settler’s 
Story” by Will Carleton, followed 
by an encore. Trumpet solos by 
George L, Maynard of Somerville. 

A group. of violin solos by Mrs. 
Howard Edwardsen of West Con- 
cord included “Meditation” from 
Thairs by Massenet, “Berceuse’”’ by 
Jarnfelt and ‘Intermezzo’ from Ar- 
lesienne by Bizet. Mrs. Edwardsen 
was accompanied by Miss Dorothy 
Miner. Reading by Mrs.,Nunan was 
“The First ‘Trip to the 
Shop.” 


with | 


accompanied by Ruth| 
Reading by Mzrs. | 


Butcher, 
-[Jister, Deacon and Mrs. Herbert P. 


Lynn Minister Speaker. 


The guest speaker of the evening 
was Rev. Chester H. Howe, minister 
of the Washington Street Baptist 
church of Linn. His subject was 
“Going Out to Meet the Coming 
Meare) = 

Recognition was tendered Miss 
Sarah Baldwin in Honor of hér long 
period - of attendance at church 
Miss Baldwin has the distinction of 
being an attendant at the church 
for 70 years, and also to Mrs. John 
Melyin who had been secretary of 
the church Sunday school for a pe-' 
viod of 47 years. 

Mrs. Mary A. Green exemplified 
the “Spirit of the Church’ in old 
colonial costume, and, received the 
birthday gifts which the members 
and many friends brought to the 
party. It is interesting to note that 
Mrs. Green is a: direct descendant 
of one of the founders of the first 
church and represents the sixth 
generation. of this family to attend 
services here. Following the pro-| 
gram a reception was held in the} 
church chapel. | 

In the receiving line were Rev. 
and Mrs. Joseph Vanor Garton, 
Deacon and Mrs. Rebert W. MacAl- | 


| Dutton, 


Deacon and Mrs, Paul A. 
Swanson, Deacon and Mrs. Allister 
F, MacDougall, Dr. and Mrs. George 
P. Towle, Mr. and Mrs. Francis 
Dutton, Mr. and Mrs. Daniel L. 
Chamberlin and Miss Sarah Dayis. 

A social hour foilowed and re- 
freshments were served by the 
young women of the Ever Ready 
class. The decorations in the church 


| charge of the evening included: Al- 


were arranged by the Ladies Social 
Circle and those in the chapel by 
the men in the True Blue class. 
Committees. 

The committee having general ' 
lister F. MacDougall, chairman; 
Mrs. Benson P. Wilkins, Mrs. Hu- 
gene F. Bearce, Mrs. Albert F. 
Moran, Paul Swanson and Francis 
Dutton. Among the large number 
| present were many from out-of- 
town and former parishioners, 

It is interesting to note that the | 
original church, started. in 1789 | 
with a.mempbership of 10 males and | 
24 females, +e ' 
| the-erection_of-a_—meetins house to 
| he used—for_the publi i 


At that 
time the church and the town were 
|one, the church being supported by 
|taxation in the same manner as 
|other town activities. 
| Town Withdraws Support. 
| The first minister of the church 
was Rev. Paul Litchfield, who car- 
|ried on for 46 years, serving the 
|church and the community faith- 
fully and well. In 1824 differences 
of opinion between the town and the, 
church developed over the calling of 
'a new minister. For this reason 
|the members of the church with- 
|drew from the meeting house and 
held their religious meetings at 
private homes. A short time later 
a religious society was formed, 
known as the Union Calvinistic So- 
ciety, meeting at the home of Capt. 
Aaron Fletcher, the home formerly 
owned by the late Daniel Webster 
Robbins. 

Nov. 20, 1830 the society was Or- 
ganized with 20 members signing 
the constitution, The first problem 


confronting the society was the 
building of a place for public wor- 
ship. On Feb, 28, 1831 it was voted 
to build a house of worship 30 feet 
long, 28 feet wide, and 15 feet high. 
Subscriptions were taken and the 
building was completed during the 
summer of 1832 at an expense to 
| thé society of nearly $800. The 
| puilding was dedicated to God, Oct. 
| 4, 1832. 

Bell Purchased. 

From. time to time various 
changes have been made in the | 
church. In 1851 a church bell was 
purchased at a cost of $2138. By 1864 
the old bell had become cracked or | 
injured in other ways and it is in- | 
teresting to note that the metal 
from the old bell sold for nearly $90 
more than the original cost and the 
new bell was installed for $357.83. 
This bell, however, did not prove 


| satisfactory so that within a few 


j years, namely in 1867, another new 
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bell was purchased which proved} 
very satisfactory as it is the one 
now in use. 

Extensive repairs haye been made 
to the church at various times. In 
1882 new windows were installed, 
the interior entirely vefinished, 4 
new pulpit installed, a new com- 
munion table purchased, the posi- 
tion of the choir loft changed from 
the end of the church to its present 
location north of the pulpit. The ar- 
rangements of the seats were also 
changed at this time, with new 
movable seats replacing the old 
pews. An addition was made to the 
church by adding 10 feet to the east 
end of the building. The old belfry 
was removed and the spire was 
erected over the northeast end of 
the church. Dedication services of 
the remodelled church took place 
Aug. 20 1882. History reports that 


160 people attended this dedication, 
and in the afternoon when Rev. 
Russell H. Conwell was the speaker 
250 were present, showing that the 
church was filled to capacity on this 
celebrated occasion. It was always 
the custom of ringing the church 
bell at noon time in order that the 
residents of the town could know 
the correct time. This practice was 
discontinued in 1869. 

C. BE. Organized in 1889. 

In 1889 the Christian Endeavor 
Society was organized within the 
church and also at this time a new 
organ was installed. During all 


this period the church legally car- | 


ried on under the name of the 
Union Calvinistic Society. 

By 1910 the church felt the need 
for having larger accommodations 
to take care of increased activities. 
In 1911, plans were presented and 
accepted and a building committee 
appointed. This committee was 
composed of the following mem- 
bers: Warren B. Chamberlin; Daniel 
L. Chamberlin and Rev. Philip A. 
Job. In 1912 the present chapel 
was completed, greatly adding to 
the usefulness and attractiveness of 
the church. At this time Mrs. Mary 
A. Reynolds presented a pulpit set 
for the chapel and Mrs. Emma F. 
Vinton a Bible for the pulpit. 
Christian Endeavor Society spon- 
sored the laying of a new hard 
wood floor in the church. 

Roster of Ministers. 

Ministers who have served the 
church since its foundation are: 

Rey. Paul Litchfield, 1781-1827; 
Rey. Joseph W. Cleary was called to 
settle by the church June 9, 1828, 
but ‘the town non-concurred’’; Rev. 
Abel Patten, 1833-1835; Rev. Pre- 
cerved Smith, 1836-1843; Rev. 
George W. Thompson, 1845-1847; 
Rev. Seth W. Mannister, 1848-1852; 
Rev. John Lawrence, 1853-1859; 
Rey. John Ballard, 1859-1863; Rev. 
W. H. Dowden, 1866-1869; Rev. 
Moses Patten, 1870-1875; Rev. 
Franklin M. Sprague, pastor of 
church in Carlisle and that in 
Chelmsford, 1876-1879; Rev. James 
Walker, 1879-1888; Rev. Joseph 
Hammond, 1889-1894; Rev. Lyman 
Mevis, 1894-1898; Rev. A. Herbert 


The | 


Armes, 1898-1906; Rev. Philip A. | 
Job, 1907-1915; Rev. J. Clarke Reil- 
ly, 1916-1917; Rev. Benson P. Wil- | 
kins, 1919-1920; Rev. J. Varnor Gar- || 
ton, Jan. 1, 1922 to date, Feb. 26, || 
1937. 

Rey. Joseph Vanor Garton receiv- | 
ed hig A. B. D. D. Des Moines college | 
1905. Prepared at Chicago, Ml, 
graduated R. I. 8. 1880. Minister of 
First’ Baptist church at Meriden, || 
Conn., from 1880-1891; Cambridge, | 


1891-1900; West Somerville, 1901- 
1910;’ Winthrop Street Baptist | 
church, Taunton, 1910-1914. His | 


pastorate here for 15 years has been | 
his longest period of service and 
during this time has continuously 
grown in membership, activity and 
influence. 

From out of this little church 
went Miss Florence Malcolm in 1928 
as a missionary to West Central | 
Africa. Her work in foreign fields 
has been noteworthy and the church 
is very proud of her success. The 
church now has a very active mem- 
bership, with an average Sunday 
attendance of 80 people and a Sun- 
day school where the attendance is 
about the same number. 
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‘writer served as secretary of the society, we 


___ presen t. 


The tenth annual meeting of the Congre- 
gational Social society took place Thursday, 
Nov. 14, afternoon and evening, at the par- 
gonage. A good number were in attendance, 
and the time was very enjoyably spent. The 
business meeting took place in 


noon, and the officers chosen for 
the ensuing year were as_ follows: 
President, Mrs. Joseph Hammond; vice 


president, Miss M. A. Bailey; secretary, 
Mrs. W. B. Chamberlin; 
HE. Bull. The executive committee were 
ehosen to serve six months, and were as fol- 
lows: Mrs. George H. Robbins, Mrs. C. H. 
Hutchinson and Mrs. J. E. Bull. ‘The treas- 
urer’s report showed that the total receipts 
for the year, including $53.64 in the treasury 
at the cominencement of the year, were 
$136.15; payments, .22; balance in treas- 
ury, $80.98, Of this amount it was. voted to 
pay $80 for the support of preaching the 
present year. Im the evening an entertain- 
ment was provided, which consisted in part 
of instrumental and vocal music, a prophetic 
essay by Mrs. Joseph Hammond, a_ history 
of the society from its first inception to the 
preset time by Mrs. C. H. Hutchinson, and 
an original poem by Rev. Joseph Ham- 


mond, the latter two of which, 
through the kindness of the au- 
thors, the writer has been able to secure 


for publication. The history is as follows: 
Havibe been requested to prepare a_histo- 
ry of this society as far back as possible, I 
find that in the year 1844 or 18454 company 
-of ladies were invited to spend an afternoon 
with Mrs. Dorcas Heald, where Mrs. Wha. 


the after- ; 


treasurer, Mr, J. | 


Heald now lives, when it was proposed to 


‘start a society to aid in the support ofa' 


minister. The names of the five ladies who 
‘Were present and agreed to this proposal 
were, Mrs. Dorcas Heald, Mrs. Wm. Heald, 
Mrs. Dea. Joseph Heald, Mrs. 8. T. Fletcher 


-and Mrs. Thompson, wife of the pastor at 


that time. Two of these ladies are still liv- 
ing, Mrs. Wm. Héald, whose name _ coutin- 
ues among the list of members, and Mrs. 8. 
T. Fletcher of Lowell. Soon after a consti- 
tution and by-laws were adopted, and the 
society was known by the name of the La- 
dies’ Benevolent society. It wus their pur- 
pose to raise $50 a year, which was done by 
imposing a fine of six centson each member 
and doiug shop-work at each meeting. This 
society continued to exisi Until 1861, whev 
the members voted, at their annual 
meeting Jan. 2nd, to revise the constitution 
and by-laws. Pursuant to that act, a com- 
mittee of three were chosen for that pur- 
pose, who reported at the next meeting the 
revision of the same. Atthis date, Jan. 2nd, 
1861, the uuniber of members was 28. Four- 
teen have died, seven have removed from 
town, leaving but seven of the number here * 
at present. In looking over the record for 
the next 15 years, during which time the 


note many changes. Out of the different 
houses where we were accustomed to meet 
31 have chanved oceupants. Over 300 meet- 
ings were held during that time. In the 
year 1862 Mrs, E. D. Ballard, the wife of our 
pastor, and our much-loved and respected 
president, was removed by death, and the 
following year our pastor, Rey. Josiah Bal- 
lard, died. 

Until. January, 1864, ladies only were en- 
rolled as members of the society. At a 
meeting held at that time at the house of Mr. 
Henry Spaulding it was suggested that the 
gentlemen be invited to become members, 
which invitation they readily accepted, and 
quite a number of names were added to the 
list. From the anuual report of the secre- 
tary for the year 1871 we copy the following: 
“Tn summing up the amount collected dur- 
ing the past ten years we tind we have ex- 
ceeded every year the $50 pledged, by the 
society; some years it has amounted to over 
$60.” 

The meetings were held from April to 
October in the afternoon, and from October 
to Aprilin the evening only. At the after- 
moon meetings the ladies carried their own 
work,and paida fine of five cents. From 
half to three-quarters of an hour was spent 
in reading some useful and interesting mat- 


ter selected by the president. The time at 
the evening meetings was spent in social 


conversation and singing, our meetings al. 


ways Closing with remarks and prayer, ei- 
ther by the pastor or some of the gentlemen 


| Thus onward we move, haying nothing to fear, 


Each member contributes of what she possesses, 
And here is the secret of all our successes. 


| dn 187i, Tor. various reasons, if was 
| deemed adyisable to suspend the meetings, 
eonsequently the society disbanded. 
names of those who served as president of 
| the society are: from 1861 till her death in 
1862. Mrs. E. D. Ballard; 1868 to 1865, Mrs. S. 
Currier; 1865 to 1870, Mrs. W. H. Dowden; 
1870 to 1871, Mrs. S. Currier; 1871 to 1877, 
| Mrs, L. S. Patten. The next two years was 
the only time since 1845 that no society ex- 
isted. 


In November, 1879, a new society was 
formed, to be ealled the Congregational 
Social society, with a constitution and by- 


laws nearly the same as the former one, 
which has continued until the present time. 
| Meetings have been held once in two weeks, 
afternoon and eyening. The afternoons 
haye been occupied in sewing and knitting 
articles for sale, the proceeds of which have 
been paid into the treasury. The evenings 
have been spent socially, with occasionally 
an entertainment provided by a committee 


| been made from the saie of ice cream and 
oysters. 

Dec. 17, 1882, the society lost by death its 
faithful and respected president, Mrs. H. B. 
Spaulding. In July, 1888, we were again 
ealled to part with a much-loved pastor, Rev. 
James Waiker. 


| In reviewing the past history of our socie- | 


| ty many pleasant memories are connected 
| With it; sad memories also. We think of 
| some who were deeply interested in our 

prosperity whom we shall greet ro more in 

our homes or in the social circle. 
| cherish their memories, and may the influ- 
ence of their lives while with us lead us on 
to progress and a higher life. 

Not oaly for their pecuniary protit should 
| Our meetings be sustained, but the social in- 
| fluences of these occasions are by no means 

to be overlooked. A great man once re- 

marked that by far the largest part of our 
| valuable knowledge was picked up in our in- 
| ‘tercourse with our fellow-men. One thing 

is certain: our social circle can be made suc- 
| cessful, interesting and useful, for such has 

been our experience in the past, and what 
| has been’ done can be done again. 


Neyer was pleasanter scene nor time 

Told in story, or sung in rhyme, 

Than the Sewing Circle, that common thing, 
Where glad amenities grow and spring 

] *Neath charity’s light and loving sway, 

And the magic of joy is felt alway. 


Ah, grand the circle thus combined 
| For asefulness and pleasure joined; 
And gathering from life’s passing hours 
| A bandtul of its cheerful fowers; 


| | They feel the while the blessed sense 
| Of genuine benevolence. 


| POEM BY REY. JOSEPH HAMMOND. 


In partisan politics men form a ring; 
Our circle, we claim, is a different thing. 
Their ring is for tricks and for deeds that 
| are crooked, 
} Such goings no member of ours could e’en look | 
a 


{ 
| For work we unite, and our aim to do goou, t 
| Do follow our Master as every one should. | 
| Yet some stand aloof and descry each defect, 
Aud thus they excuse their’ own conscious | 
neglect. { 
Worse treatment than this we do sometimes 
receive | 
From those who love scandal, you well may 
belicye; 


| Wrong stories they tell, and our motives im- | 


peach, 
And publish the same with most plausible 
i speech. . { 
Such tajes, to be sure, they create just a smile, 
For who would believe in them here in Carlisle? 
Our members are few, yet most worthy of fame. 
Mrs. Grundy shall tarnish, no, neyer a name. 


With zeal full of knowiedge and motives sin- 
cere. 


Kind pend we invite youto come when we 
meet; 

No password we have, but we joyfully greet 
Eich one who is kindly disposed to our cause; 
Our by-laws are few and we've no rigid laws. 
Bere aauce we may help you to something you 
need, 

We sell at fair prices and so we succeed. 

We've rich silken tidies, and nice woollen hose, 


With aprons and holders, and such things ag 
those. 


The | 


chosen for that purpose; quite a sum has | 


Let us; 


| Snug cases for pillows 
pe please, 
Soft cushions for chairs, wearied bodies to ease. 
Besides Wwe give suppers when circle conyenes, 
Enriched with mince pies and right hot pork 
ee a eee 
| “en wonder to see us (lo all these great things 
iene wane sweet angels, enough lacking the 
We’ve stronz ones to help and our business 
}___ £05 gaily, 
| With Be Bera, seribe, and with President 
ailey. 
Next mark our committee, eflicient and full, 
Where shines his kind lady with Treasurer Bull. } 
John picks up the pence and so guides our 
finance, 
Our stock he enlarges as fortune may chance. 
When supper comes round Mrs. Sidney A. B. 
And practical Susan you plainly can see. 
ah ee Sam ees as are factory bobbins, 
| TVins er guests is our go 
tet Robbing. | ine or va 
|| Of silyer and gold we can boast no large store, 
| Our calls are so numerous we soon run ashore. 
New painting is needed on parsonage or church, 
Repairs are desired on the belfry or porch; 
The organ wants tuning or ’xchanging for new; 
The church is in debt and the interest now due. | 
With many such burdens ou hearts are 
oppressed; 
| We labor in hope and look forward for rest. 
The Lord gives His blessing our strength to 
sustain, 
And soon He’ll exalt us in glory to reign. 
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